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C. NUCLEAR AS A LONG TERM ENERGY RESOURCE

Development of the fission breeder would decouple nuclear economics from
the price of uranium ore and assure an essentially unlimited source of
energy. Thus, a commercial breeder reactor has been a goal of the
nuclear community since the 1950's, At issue, however, is the timing of
commercial breeder introduction. This is a function of:

-breeder capital costs, which are expected to exceed those of
the light water reactor (LWR) by a factor of 1.25 to 2.0;

-the cost and availability of uranium ore.

The relationship between these variables 1s shown conceptually in
Figure 1. The vertical axis measures the cost of elecricity and the
horizontal axis the cost of uranium.
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C-7tion incentives by demonstrating that the U.S.
